IS    POLAND    LOST ?

The Berlin Government carried on a Russo-
phile policy. Frederick William III, father-in-law
of Nicolaus I, gave repeated proofs of his friend-
ship towards Russia. In the January rising of 1863,
the Berlin Government hastened, though in a
rather discreet manner, to support the Russians
against the insurgents. That was the basis of the
notorious secret treaty of February, 1863, between
Prussia and Russia which was attacked not only
by England and France, but also by the progressive
opposition in Prussia itself. The Prussian Prime
Minister, Prince Bismarck, defended his anti-
Polish policy with the argument that if the Polish
revolt were successful, the Poles would demand
the return of Danzig to Poland. When the British
Ambassador, Sir Andrew Buchanan, spoke to him
about the secret treaty, Bismarck told him, in
confidence, that if an independent Poland were
proclaimed, 'the first effort of the new (Polish)
State would be to recover Danzig,' and this would
be *a stab at the heart of Prussia/

However, Danzig's corn and timber trade was
very seriously affected by the rapid industrial
development of Congress Poland and the building
of a railway network there, particularly the Vistula
Railway, which was concurrent with the complete
neglect of the river, with the result that the river
bed became filled with sand. In addition, Libau
and Riga, which were intensively cultivated by the
Russians, became dangerous competitors to Danzig.
On the Prussian side Danzig was relegated to the
status of a provincial town, since from their point
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